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é From Editor’s Desk ‘ .

This edition consists of articles on reflection of Mercer University students and faculty to AMU visit past summer, intersection of
America with Muslim world, perspective on Sir Syed’s influences, AMU faculty’s US travel diary (in Urdu) and Minto Circle’s
institutional role along with our regular columns.

Like previous years, publishing this magazine has been a team effort and many deserve gratitude and acknowledgment. All the
assistance from Dr. Shoeb Ahmad, Syed Waseem, Dr. Asif Taufig, Shahid Ali, Syed Hasan Kamal, Dr. Shahid Rafique, Dr.
Farzana Bharmal, Sultan Khan and other AAAA members are gratefully acknowledged. For Urdu articles, we owe a special
gratitude to Dr. Shariq Ageel for painstakingly putting together his travelogue. We are greatly appreciative of all the sponsors
and community businesses for their support. Needless to say, | sincerely thank Prof. Dr. Valeed Ahmad of Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) for getting Urdu typing done. | would like to acknowledge my family’s understanding and patience during
preparation of the manuscript. Last but not least, | sincerely thank all the authors for the efforts in putting together their articles.

The purpose of this yearly bulletin is to publish information on AAAA activities, future projects and priorities, literary work,
reminiscences, and Urdu poetry of local and guest poets, etc. Next year, we are planning to publish a special edition of ALIG
Atlanta on the occasion of Federation of Aligarh Alumni Associations’ (FAAA) annual convention to be held here in Atlanta in
July. If interested in contributing relevant articles or helping on manuscript preparation, please do contact us.

A disclaimer. The views and opinions expressed in these articles/ads are those of the authors/sponsors and do not necessarily
reflect the official policy or position of AAAA.

AAAA Zindabad!

With kindest regards,

Rasheed Ahmad, Ph.D.
Honorary Editor
rasheedahmad@hotmail.com,
www.aligarhassociation.org

INVITATION TO THE UPCOMING 18TH ANNUAL
CONVENTION OF THE FEDERATION OF
ALIGARH ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS (FAAA) OF
NORTH AMERICA

TO BE HELD IN ATLANTA IN JULY, 2019

Watch out for the details at http://aligs.org/

Planning committee looking for volunteers, please contact rasheedahmad@hotmail.com
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23 October 2018

MESSAGE

1. It is heartening to know that Aligarh Alumni Association of Atlanta is
organizing an International Mushaira and on this occasion the
Association is publishing their Annual Magazine ‘Alig Atlanta’.

2. Aligarh Alumni Association of Atlanta is a social hub of intellectuals
and philanthropists who actively participate in the socio-economic
development of the society. It is heartening to note that the
Association has actively supported and promoted endeavours to
underprivileged thereby encouraging and promoting aspirations of
every segment, specially the weaker sections of the society. They
have always extended their support in the development and
promotion of their alma mater and have always stood as a pillar of
strength, to lend a global voice in support of the University, a fact
which we in Aligarh deeply appreciate.

3. | am confident that the event will be a huge success and extend my
good wishes to the Editorial Team and the members of the
Association for the excellent job that they are doing.

Al 1 M st g2
(Prof. Tarig Mansoor)

Vice-Chancellor
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President’s Message

At the entrance gate of a university in Uganda (former Pearl of Africa) the following message was posted for
contemplation:

"Destroying any nation does not require the use of atomic bombs or the use of long range missiles. It only requires
lowering the quality of education and allowing cheating in examinations by students."

“Patients die at the hands of such doctors.

Buildings collapse at the hands of such engineers.

Money is lost at the hands of such economists and accountants.
Humanity dies at the hands of such religious scholars.

Justice is lost at the hands of such judges.

The collapse of education is the collapse of the nation."

In order to prevent the total collapse of Muslims nations, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan founded Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental
College in 1875, which later became Aligarh Muslim University. This educational institution bore fruits by way of notable
alumni such as Mohammad Ali Johar, Ayub Khan, Hakim Ajmal Khan and Sri K . Raja Rao, among many others.

It is in this spirit Aligarh Alumni Association of Atlanta began dialogues with Mercer University School of Theology,
resulting in faculty exchanges with twelve theology students visiting Aligarh in the summer of 2018 and the publication of
a book at Aligarh Muslim University. During the reception for the Mercer University students and faculty, the students
spoke about their experiences with teaching music, human values, and collecting medical data from the underserved
villages near Aligarh alongside the Aligarh University medical teams. They witnessed real poverty, human suffering, lack of
education and sanitary conditions.

The most profound words spoken during the reception were by Dr. Robert Nash: "You have created a space in your hearts
for us, now it’s our turn to create spaces in our hearts,” implying that it is high time for Mercer/Aligarh Muslim University
to create educational opportunities for each other, be kind and work towards peace, alleviate human suffering, and create
equality. This is only possible through EDUCATION. Remember the first word by angel Gabriel to Prophet Mohammad was
(PBUH) meaning "READ".

Ladies and gentlemen, we now have twelve ambassadors from Mercer University’s department of Theology who will take
the message of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan "Education for the Mankind" to the American masses.

Sincerely,

Khadim e Ala

Asif Taufig DDS., MBA
President , AAAA
www.aligarhassociation.org
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In May of this past year, twelve students and two faculty members
from Mercer University visited Aligarh Muslim University for three
weeks in a program designed for interfaith dialogue and community
service together with the faculty and students of AMU. The visit began
with a week of community service at the Ahmadi School for the
Visually Challenged and included visits in a number of departments
and schools at AMU, including the School of Theology, the
Department of Social Work, the School of Unani Medicine, and the
Department of Community Medicine.

When our Mercer delegation first arrived in India, we were like fish
out of water. There was a moment at the Indira Gandhi terminal—with
some students off at various kiosks exchanging money, and others
wandering around the luggage carousels looking for their bags-- that it
quickly became evident that we would be dependent upon the kindness
and generosity of others if this trip was going to be successful.

Fortunately for us, India, Aligarh, and AMU in particular embodied
the kindness and generosity that could and should inspire people of all
faiths to meet the differences of others with an open, welcoming heart.
Our helplessness at the airport was short-lived. As we wandered
outside into the hazy orange glow of street lamps lighting the early
morning sky, we were quickly greeted by the faces of two men, Suhail
and Saood, who had made the trip from Aligarh in the middle of the
night to welcome our group.

Our hopes for the visit were fulfilled beyond our greatest expectations!
The principal and faculty of the Ahmadi School welcomed us with
open arms as we led three different workshops with their students,
teaching sewing and crafts, music, and conversational English. As a
special treat, we were able to travel with the students and faculty of the
Ahmadi School to see the Taj Mahal.

After a week of working with visually impaired students at the Ahmadi
School, we gathered with members of the community for an interfaith
symposium. As the lights flickered from the demands that the heat of
the day had placed on the Ahmadi School’s utilities, we felt as though
we were being reminded that amidst all our talk about the importance
of inter-religious dialogue, it was our human frailty and subsequent
dependence on others to help us find our way in the darkness that
connects us most intimately to the generosity of the divine.

From this introduction to the final goodbyes three weeks later, the
people of Aligarh and the students, staff, faculty, and administrators at
AMU cared for us as though we were their nearest and dearest family
members. These incredible people fed us, sheltered us, entertained us,
guided us, and worked with us in the 110-degree heat, all while
faithfully fasting for Ramadan. Indeed, their hospitality toward us was
a human expression of Allah’s merciful revelation in the Qur’an that
continues to serve to bind a community of faith together—to make a
people feel at home in Allah.

We remember with great affection how much we learned from our
colleagues in various university departments and schools. At the
Unani School, we learned about the healing powers of natural
medicine. At the Departments of Social Work and Community
Medicine, we learned about community development efforts in
poverty-stricken villages and about the good work being done in rural
health clinics and local schools. At the School of Theology, we were
able to participate in interfaith dialogue with our Muslim brothers and
sisters.

Report on 2018 Visit to Aligarh Muslim University

Dr. Wesley Barker* and Dr. Robert N. Nash, Jr.**, Mercer University

The greeting of Ramadan Mubarak was a constant greeting during our
visit! On many occasions we were greeted by the offerings of food and
drink that others had lovingly prepared for iftar. Because of the
hospitality of our Muslim, Sikh, and Hindu brothers and sisters in
Aligarh, we have never felt more at home than we did sitting around
the table to break the fast together.

We are deeply grateful to Vice-Chancellor Mansour for the hospitality
of'the AMU faculty, staff and students and to the deans and department
chairs of the various departments, schools and colleges of AMU. Also,
of course, we owe a huge debt of gratitude to the Aligarh Alumni
Association of Atlanta. We went to India with the hope that our
community service and teaching would make a difference. We came
away from AMU having received at least as much as we sought to give.

* Assistant Professor of Religious Studies, Department of Liberal Studies
** Associate Dean for the D.Min. program and Arnall-Mann-Thomasson
Professor of Missions and World Religions

Top: Dr. Nash and Dr. Barker participating in an interfaith seminar at
AMU; Middle: Dr. Nash and Dr. Barker with AMU Vice-Chancellor Dr.
Tarig Mansoor and Mrs. Dr. Mansoor; Bottom: Mercer students with a
group of girls at AMU Ahmadi School after a music class (Photo Source:
Mercer News)
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As a pragmatist, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan (1817-1898) launched
his Aligarh Movement, which, aside from other goals, also called for
amicable coexistence between Muslims and other religious
communities. He was committed to promoting pluralism, a fundamental
tenet of Islam, and his modernist movement emphasized
interfaith/intercultural understanding. The present essay is written in
that general spirit. Our focus here is on several tangible cultural links,
part of our daily lives, that emanated from the Islamic world. My sincere
hope is that our casual conversations, especially with non-Muslim
friends, may occasionally touch upon these links and help in building
bridges of understanding and goodwill. Initially, however, it is useful to
briefly provide a broader, historical perspective.

First, it must be noted that we are part of the Judeo-Christian-
and-Islamic heritage. With Greeks in the background, there are huge
inter-civilizational connections. In his 2010 Cairo speech, President
Obama stated, “As a student of history, I know civilization’s debt to
Islam. It was Islam that carried the light of learning through so many
centuries, paving the way for Europe’s Renaissance and Enlightenment.”
However, the “love-hate” relationship between the West and Islam has
persisted for centuries; so much borrowed and absorbed from the Islamic
world, yet the demonized imagery.

Second, even prior to Columbus’s 1492 journey, there is
evidence of Muslim presence on this side of the Atlantic. “Muslims have
been part of the country since before the thirteen original colonies even
declared their independence,” says one scholar. Ahead of Columbus,
there were 14th-century Muslim travelers from Mali, even from China.
And, knowledge from the Islamic world, including Muslim guides,
facilitated the “discovery” voyages.

Thirdly, evidence suggests up to 15-20 percent of the slaves
brought to the U.S. were Muslims, and that heritage links with present-
day Afro-American Muslims. There are still old church structures in the
South which secretly faced toward Mecca.

And finally, the Founding Fathers acknowledged Islam and
Muslims. In 1783, George Washington wrote, “The bosom of America
[was] open to receive...the persecuted of all religions .... They may be
Mohammetans, Jews, or Christians of any sect, or they may be atheists.”
Thomas Jefferson, the first President who hosted a fast-breaking event—
and first to be “accused” of being Muslim. He borrowed from Islamic
discourses in writing the Bill of Rights, and even the U.S. Constitution.
Jefferson’s University of Virginia displays a statue, holding a tablet with
the name “Allah,” along with God, Jehovah, and Brahma. And a
sculpture in the U.S. Supreme Court halls recognizes the Prophet of
Islam as a “source of law and justice,” alongside Moses, Solomon, and
Confucius.  Similarly, a Qur’anic verse (Al-Nisa:123) decorates
Harvard’s Law College wall.

So much for this brief historical background. As for the well-
embedded cultural manifestations, some more visible than others, yet
hardly part of our consciousness, let me explain a few:

1. Language: There are thousands of English words that are
etymologically linked to Arabic, directly or via other European
languages, especially Spanish. And almost 500 such words are used in
our daily conversation—alphabet, apricot, algebra, cipher, gauze, guitar,
lemon, magazine, orange, tangerine, candy, saffron, syrup, chess, etc.;
and the phrase “check-mate” derives from Arabic “shah-mat” (“king is
dead”). Columbus spoke Arabized-Spanish, and always signed his name

Islam/Muslims: As American as Apple Pie

Dr. S.M. Ghazanfar*, Atlanta

as “Al-Amirate Columbus” (derives from “Al-Amir,” meaning
“leader”).

2. Academic Disciplines: = Most conspicuous is algebra—and
mathematics in general, but also chemistry, physics, astronomy,
medicine, geography, philosophy, social-sciences, etc. These disciplines
share their origins in the Islamic world, and they also incorporate
numerous Arabic words—e.g., alogarithms (from Al-Khwarizmi,
d.850), elements in chemistry (alkali, acids, alcohol, salts), names of
stars, and Arabic numerals, also linked with early India civilization.
And, indeed, in the evolution of these disciplines, Muslim scholars were
the precursors of their European counterparts. “European science owes
its existence to the Arabs,” says one scholar.

3. Places: Almost 500 cities and towns have Arabic names: Arabi,
Mecca, Cairo (Georgia); Cordova (Alaska); Al-Hambra, Baghdad, Cairo
(Calif.); Mecca, Mahomet, Cairo (Illinois); Koran (Louisiana); Medina
(Idaho. New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Tenn., Texas); Arabia
(Nebraska); Tallahassee, Islamorada (Florida); Albuquerque (New
Mexico); Palestine (Texas); Sultan (Wash.); Aladin (Wyoming); etc. Al-
Hambra movie-house in Indiana, a boutique in Seattle, and a hotel in
Chicago. And, in Oregon, there is a private airport called Insha-Allah.
There are native-American tribes whose names have Arabic ancestry.
Even the word ‘California’ is traceable to Islamic Spain, linked to the
word ‘Caliph.” And St. Francis of Assisi (d.1326) introduced Catholic
bell-towers and prayer-beads in Europe, after having observed the
mosque minaret and fasbeeh in Baghdad.

4. Blues Music: The origins of blues music lie in the history of slavery.
“Their shouts and hollers begat blues music,” says one scholar. Witness
stories inform us that African-Muslim slaves would sing melancholy
songs, using instruments of African origins, and their laments included
Qur’anic verses. According to ethnomusicologists, Arabic musical and
religious modulations were part of the African culture for centuries. And
music of African-American blues singers is based on a collective
memory of Africa that carried forth in slavery. Then there is the
Flamenco music and lyrics, rooted in eight centuries of Islamic Spain.

5. Foods/Drinks/Cigarettes: Among the foods are: shish-kababs,
bakhlawa, hamas, kus-kus, etc., but most notable is the coffee drink, or
qahwa. Discovered in the Arabian Peninsula in the 1400s, popular
among the Sufis, and once banned in Europe as “the drink of Muslim
devils,” the Pope later blessed it. Then it found its way to Europe in the
1600s. A century later, America became a full-fledged nation of coffee
drinkers, and now the liquid is an iconic part of the culture--over 400
million cups daily, the world’s leading coffee-drinkers.

And then, at the St. Louis’ 1904 World’s Fair, Arabic food and
culture were inseparable. Holy water from River Jordon was popular, as
was zalabia—a flat, grid-like pastry. An Arab vendor saw another vendor
selling ice-cream on plates. He shaped zalabia into a cone and ice-cream
cone was invented. He invented the cone-making machine and went into
ice-cream business, still operating in Norfolk, Virginia.

And, there were cigarettes, only surviving brand is Camel. But
there were others: Fatima, Cairo, Mogul, Omar, Sultan. And in the early
1900s, there were “Garden of Allah” candy-boxes.

6. Furniture, Clothing, Jewelry, Perfumes: Numerous items link with
the Arab-Islamic world—Turkish/Oriental carpets and the Ottoman

furniture. Jewelry and clothing designers have long looked to that world

1
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for inspiration. Historical borrowing of perfumes from the Arab world is
well-known; and the inspiration continues. “Thoughtful designers are
putting the change of mood into a different context, as they talk about
the ‘Muslimization’ of fashion,” (International Herald Tribune,
2/28/2006).

7. Architecture/Arts: There are numerous architectural wonders that
distinctly reflect Islamic linkages. In a delicious irony, Presidential
candidate Donald Trump announced his “ban-Muslims” agenda in 2016
while surrounded by the most exquisite display of Islamic architecture
and arts in Atlanta’s Fox Theater. Another wonder was circus-man P.T.
Barnum’s mansion, called Iranistan in Connecticut. Its architectural
design, including some Islamic scriptures, was straight out of Islamic
Spain. Destroyed in 1857 fire, the only vestiges of Iranistan remain in
Barnum Museum, located on a street named Iranistan Avenue,
Bridgeport.

There are numerous other structures, often even ordinary
dwellings, usually identified as “Spanish/Moorish architecture,” really
meaning “Islamic.” A famous structure is thoroughly “Moorish” Hearst
Castle, located in California’s Big-Sur valley. And there is Al-Hambra
Palace hotel in Chicago, inspired by Granada’s Al-Hambra Palace of
Islamic Spain.

Less well-known places with Islamic heritage are in the
South. Nowhere is this seen more dramatically than in New Orleans and
San Antonio, both under prolonged Spanish control. New Orleans’
French quarter reflects a fusion of architectural norms (balconies,
ironwork with geometric designs, courtyards, patios, etc.) which Spain
had adopted from centuries of Islamic influence.

And the Alamo in San Antonio, with its battleground fame,
originally built in 1924 as a Catholic seminary, has a beautifully carved
“Moorish” doorway, with intricate, geometric floral pattern, and its
formal style architecture and arts. The archways, featuring alternating
red and white bands, are replicas of archways from the Cordoba mosque.
During Spanish presence in the Americas, architects adopted numerous
“Moorish” concepts, such as the arches in Cathedrals. Among the most
unusual structures are at the Citadel, the military college in Charleston,
South Carolina, which adopted the citadel architecture from Spain. And
here is a surprise: Columbus was familiar with mosques and during his
first voyage, he saw a hill on the Cuban coast and exclaimed, “there is a
beautiful mosque.”

And, the now-ruined Twin-Towers of the World Trade Center:
its Japanese architect envisioned its Plaza, “festooned with Islamic
representations—pointed arches, rows of slim interior columns, enclosed
with lines of interlocking proportions.”

8. The Shriners/Islam/Arabs: And there are the Shriners, the Ancient
Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, formed in 1871,
identified with the Free Masons. The group began as an orientalist
playground for partying and drinking, the mainstay of early Shriner
events, though always with some charitable activities. They depicted
Arabs/Muslims through an “orientalist” prism — a “denigration” and
“commodification” of a people, as late Edward Said would call it.

With their red Moroccon-Turkish fezzes (with an inverted
crescent, topped by a sword), the Shriners link themselves to a secret

Yarab Temple in Atlanta, Georgia |

society traced to Mecca, and their gathering places used to be called
‘mosques,” now called ‘temples,” with names such as Mecca, Medina,
Al-Koran, etc. Their parades, till recently, conveyed a racist image of
Arabs-Muslims—complete with sword-swinging desert nomads,
camels, and scantily-clad harem girls, quite like the Hollywood
representations. And Shriners would mimic Islamic greetings, “Salam-
o-Alaikum.” Until early 1960s, the group would parade in front of the
White House and Presidents, wearing the red-fez, would exchange
Islamic greetings in Arabic.

Shriners’ temples typically resemble mosques, often with
Arabic inscriptions, and are sometimes mistaken as mosques. A distinct
example is Atlanta’s Yaarab Temple, located at 400 Ponce de Leon
Avenue. More famous is the Al-Malaikah “mosque” in Los Angeles,
which has hosted numerous Oscars, and it looks straight out of the
Arabian Nights. Shriners’ also have a sports facility in Chicago, the
Medinah Country Club. The main gate tells exiting visitors, “Allah be
with you.” And with its Islamic domes, arches, and turbaned statutes, the
Club offers a lake named after Prophet Mohammed’s first wife, Khadija.

More recently, Shriners have re-oriented their identity,
perhaps because of changed demography. Now a prominent charity-
philanthropic group, they sponsor fund-raising activities (e.g., the
circus). Their parades are relatively benign, not overtly racist. Yet
considerable old nomenclature remains; their governing body is called
the “Imperial Divan” and their ‘nobles’ are called “Prophets;” and they
use Arabic names for some of their activities—e.g., Abu-Baker Chanters,
Omar Campers, etc.

Regardless, the point remains, the Shriners introduced, for
good or bad, the notion of Arab/Muslims in the country.

In conclusion, it is worth stressing that despite the current
Islamophobic environment, America intersected with the Islamic world
from the very beginning--borrowing from it, learning from it,
admonishing it, fearing it, and co-existing with it. However, over time,
Western roots have often been disconnected from some of their original
sources—so badly that when we encounter these cultural links, we have
no clue about their roots. Thus, it is important that, as occasions warrant,
gentle references to these links be part of our cross-cultural
conversations, for they are not from an “alien” culture. Muslims/Arabs
are part of this mosaic called America. As a minority, subject to frequent
denigration by various hucksters, our humanity—and our survival--
demand that we cultivate common ground, with our vistas broadened,
hearts capacious, and spirits generous.

It is safe to assume that the founder of the Aligarh Movement
would enthusiastically support the message of this narrative.

*The author is emeritus-professor/chair (1968-2008), University of Idaho, now
residing in the Atlanta area. Recipient of Distinguished Alumnus Achievement
Award, Hall of Fame Inductee (Washington State University), Idaho Treasure
Award, and Pride of Pakistan Award (1989), MLK Award; numerous
academic/civic awards; author of several books and professional publications;
Idaho Human Rights Commission, 2004-13; Idaho Legislature consultant, 1974-
2000; contributed to a 2003 PBS Series on Islam.

‘ The Alamo in San Antonio, Texas ‘
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THE CEDAR CAFE

1497 ALPHARETTA HWY
ALPHARETTA GA 30009

Tel: 678 404 7558
4 http://thecedarscafe.com/

edar Grill is an ambiance-rich setting where you can chill & savor the mos
lic & delicious Middle Eastern dishes & desserts. Our appetizers, soups & s:
are your mouth for the feast that is to follow. Seal the deal with a choice of
nt desserts - including our Palestinian KUNAFAH - guaranteed to excite
tastebuds. Great food starts here!

We are located in the heart of lovely Alpharetta, GA & catering is available.
Large parties, group and family events, plz call (678)404-7558 for reservations.

RESTAURANT HOURS
Monday — Thursday: 11:00 AM TO 38:00 PM
5:00 AM TO 9:00 PM
Fl‘iday :11:00 AM TO 3:00 PM
5:00 PM TO 10:00 PM
Saturday: 11:00 AM to 10:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM to 8:00 PM




Trip to India ‘EYE-OPENING’ for Mercer Students*

Andrea Honaker, Mercer News

Summer travels to India helped Mercer University students see the
world through new eyes. A Mercer On Mission (MOM) group worked
with visually impaired children and deepened interfaith understanding
through research and dialogue.

Six Penfield College students and six McAfee School of Theology
students participated in the three-week experience, led by Dr. Wesley
Barker, assistant professor of religious studies in Penfield, and Dr. Rob
Nash, Arnall-Mann-Thomasson Professor of Missions and World
Religions in McAfee. Mercer’s Georgia Baptist College of Nursing
hosted a separate trip to India in July.

Mercer and Aligarh Muslim University in India began a partnership
about four years ago and had done faculty exchanges. Mercer wanted
to involve its students, too, which led to the creation of this new MOM
program for this summer, said Dr. Nash, who also serves as associate
dean for doctoral programs in the School of Theology.

MOM team members worked with the Ahmadi School for the Visually
Challenged, managed by Aligarh University. They provided lessons on
music, crafts and conversation for the children and showed the teachers
how to incorporate collaborative learning into their plans. The Ahmadi
students learned to create and sew products that they could sell to make
a living in the future.

Heather Franklin, who will earn her Master of Divinity degree from
Mercer next spring, was head of the group that led the music lessons.

“We got them on their feet and dancing and made music fun,” she said.
“A lot of it was being a positive, affirmative presence for the kids but
also showing the energy that can be in the classroom.”

The Mercer group took the Ahmadi students to the Taj Mahal, which
was a challenging but “eye-opening experience,” Dr. Nash said. Most
of the Indian students had never before visited this iconic site, and the
Mercer students helped them discover it through their eyes.

One of Franklin’s fondest memories came after that tour. They had to
wait hours to get a ride back to their lodging, so the Mercer team started
playing games with the Ahmadi students. Before long, vendors and
village children had joined in the fun. People who were strangers to
one another were “sitting on the side of the road just laughing and
having a good time,” she said.

As another component of the trip, the MOM participants teamed up
with Aligarh medical and social work students to conduct research and
interview villagers for a better understanding of their needs and
challenges.

The trip coincided with the holy month of Ramadan. Mercer students
and faculty were invited to dine with Muslims when they broke their
fast; went to a mosque for Friday prayers; engaged in religious
dialogues at Aligarh University; and read the sacred text of their own
religion and of the Hindu and Muslim faiths.

“It was a real opportunity for deepening interfaith understanding,” Dr.
Nash said. “The experience of being in a predominantly Muslim
context, seeing the commitment to fasting during Ramadan and having
one-on-one conversations ... comes a long way to helping overcome
biases and prejudices that we all have because we don’t fully
understand what another religion is like.”

Franklin said the trip helped her to appreciate and accept the many
unique life experiences that exist in a global society. Those other
perspectives are just as important as her own. Her graduate studies at
Mercer have focused on community development, and the MOM trip
was a great opportunity for her to travel and learn about other cultures.

“MY OWN EXPERIENCE, MY UPBRINGING, MY BELIEF
SYSTEM ARE SO SMALL IN THE SCHEME OF THINGS,”
FRANKLIN SAID. “THERE ARE A HUNDRED MILLION
PEOPLE WHO HAVE COMPLETELY DIFFERENT
EXPERIENCES AND IDEAS THAN MINE.”

(*Source: https://news.mercer.edu/india-trip-eye-opening-for-mercer-students/, dated Aug 8, 2018)

INSURANCE & ACCOUNTING
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Dr. Rasheed Ahmad Dr.Farzana Bharmal Nasir Farooqui M. A. Qayum sultan Khan
Chair Member Member Member Member
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nternational Mushaira

Poets on the Stage (L to R): Tahir Faraz (India), Abbas Tabish (Pakistan), Dr. Peerzada Qasim (Pakistan), Ahmad Salman (Pakistan), Salman Gilani (Pakistan), Dr.
A. Abdullah (Wasinghton DC). Dr. Peerzada Qasim giving away memento to Dr. Nash of Mercer University. Below (right): Naazim-e-Mushaira, Shahid Ali
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Row 1: Dr. Shariq Aqgeel, visiting AMU
faculty, conducting local mushaira-cum-
Zubair & Huma Asmi’s farewell party

Row 2: Dr. Wasi Siddiqui and Dr. Ageel
presenting mementos to Zubair and Huma

Row 3 (left): AAAA members at a recep-
tion in honor of visiting guest, Dr. and Mrs.
Zafeer Ahmad of Chicago

Row 3 (right): Dr. Farzana Bharmal speak-
ing at Zubair & Huma Asmi’s farewell party

Row 4.: AAAA members at a reception in
honor of visiting guest, Dr. Abdul Jabbar
Khan of Albany, NY.



AAAA 2018 Event Photographs

LT

Aligarh Alumni Association of Atlanta

Row 1 & 2 (left): Visitors at Festival of India Booth

Row 2 (other): Speakers at Sir Syed Day Event

Row 3: Mercer Univ. students, who visited AMU, at
stage with Hon’ble Shailesh Lakhtakia, Consul of India in
Atlanta office & AAAA members. Row 4: Tonya Wells
ghazal event , Row 5: AAAA Members with visiting guest
Prof. M. A. Badshah, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
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I first joined Minto Circle as a residential student in 1986, residing in
Rasool West. Some of my best memories are from the 3 years I spent
in Minto Circle. I vividly remember my first day and how I was greeted
by my seniors and welcomed as a younger brother. First few days were
fearful as all newcomers fondly called “Juniors” were afraid of the
ragging aka hazing. Well, eventually the day came and us juniors were
paraded in-front of the seniors and were asked to perform certain
things. I got lucky and had to only sing a song which I somehow slurred
to completion. Anyhow, it was a fun night, albeit only now I laugh
about it.

Officially known as Syedna Saifuddin Tahir High School (STS High
School), the school is fondly known as Minto Circle the world over
and the Alumni proudly call themselves Mintorian, including yours
truly. Minto Circle is a boys only semi-residential High School with 4
hostels (Jamal A, Jamal B, Rasool East and Rasool West) in Aligarh
Muslim University.

Minto Circle has a deep-rooted history; indeed, it was the birthplace of
what is now Aligarh Muslim University. On 24 May, 1875, Maulvi
Sami Ullah Khan — an associate of Sir Syed laid the foundation stone
of "Muhammadan Anglo Oriental Collegiate School", which was later
renamed as “Muhammaden Anglo-Oriental College” in 1877 and
became the Aligarh Muslim University in 1920. The school was
initially called Muslim University High School, but became popular as
Minto Circle after the then Viceroy of India, Gilbert Elliot-Murray-
Kynynmound, 4th Earl of Minto (1845-1914), who funded the
construction for its new buildings. Henry George Impey Siddons was
the first head master of this school. In 1966, the school was renamed
after the then Chancellor Syedna Tahir Saifuddin, and henceforth
known as STS High School.

As we settled in and learned to call our seniors “Bhai’, we learned
certain traditions such as calling every employee such as dining hall
staff uncle. There was only one dining hall for all four hostels and was
situated in between Rasool East and Rasool West. Friday dinner
included variety — a sweet dish, usually ras-malai or gulab jamun. It
took us a while to figure out why the light always went out during
dinner time on Fridays and only for few minutes and why often the
variety dish was missing from our plates. Once we learned the game,
variety was the first thing we ate.

At 8 O’clock every night the proctor monitor (usually a senior in 10
grade) would take attendance and we all have to be there, unless we
wanted to be paraded in-front of hostel warden the next day (Taqi
Sahab, fondly called Taqi Potrha) was our warden at the time and he
loved to punish us by making “murgha”. As I progressed into second
year at Minto Circle i.e. 9" grade, some of us became senior in our
own right and would often sneak out of the hostel after the 8 PM
attendance. Since the gate closed at 8 PM, we figured a way to sneak
out of the rest room/bathroom area in the back. The wall was not too
tall and through some efforts and tricks, we would jump the wall and
using the rental cycles which we use to strategically park in the back,
we will drive as fast as we can to Tasweer Mahal to catch the night
show at 9 PM.

I spent few more years in AMU after Minto Circle but Minto Circle
has a special place in my heart and will always retain that special place.
It is only here I learned not only the worldly education, but also the

Minto Circle — An Institution unto Itself
Nadeem Fatmi, Atlanta

respect, the fairness and equality and the ability to respect and love
each other irrespective of our background, our culture or mother
tongue. Only one thing was true — Seniors were respected and treated
like elder bothers while Juniors were to be treated with love and
affection reserved for younger brothers. Aligarh to an outsider is one
of the several universities, but to an Alig., AMU is a place where the
meaning of life itself is learned and understood.

Main Entrance to Minto Circle (STS High School)

School’s Class Room Building

Common Room between Jamal A and Jamal B Hostels
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Mohammad Inamullah

Multi-Talented, Community Gem, Gluer, Deliverer

A name without which Atlanta’s south Asian cultural and literary
landscape will never be complete, a manager whose skills have no
parallel, a resource one always desires to leverage, a personality which
radiates magnetism and steadiness, an artist to whom God has
bestowed boundless talents, an advisor whose sincerity and judgement
never falter..... he is among Atlanta’s most respected personalities,
Mohammad Inamullah. He is known to us as Inam. He was born in
Karachi, Pakistan in 1961 to parents Dr. Mohammad Valiullah and
Qamar Valiullah. His father was a distinguished academician and
researcher. He was a 1945 graduate of Osmania University and earned
a master’s degree from University of Milwaukee in 1948. He earned
his Ph.D. degree from the University of Melbourne, Australia. Dr.
Valiullah was the Head of the Geology Department at University of
Karachi.

Inam is the youngest of five brothers, all of whom are well-educated
and distinguished in the career world. Inam completed his matric
education from Karachi’s St. Paul’s High School and college education
from the National College, University of Karachi. He came to the USA
in 1984 for higher education and obtained his MBA degree from the
University of California, Los Angles. He started his career as a
financial analyst working for Warner Brothers in Hollywood, CA.
Then, he moved to the telecom industry in 1989 and since 1994, has
been an entrepreneur. He is married to Zahra (commonly known as
Zari) and has three sons.

Inam moved to Atlanta in 1998 to pursue business opportunities. His
love of Urdu and literature brought him to the local Aligarh association
fold even though he never attended Aligarh Muslim University (AMU)
or visited Aligarh. Dr. Khalid Siddique, a senior Atlanta community
leader, introduced Inam to Siraj Karatela who was the then President
of Aligarh Alumni Association of Atlanta in 1999. Inam justifiably
takes a lot of pride in becoming President of the association in 2002.
He was able to transform the relatively “non-functional” organization
into something much more vibrant and dynamic. He established a
team of new and old members to revive the organization through
personal gatherings and meetings. By the time he left the office in
2003, he had established a solid foundation for many cabinets. He and
Fazal Khan, the then treasurer of the association, first published a
souvenir magazine which generated funds through sponsorship and
marketing.

AAAA held two high-profile events in the 2000s’: the three-day annual
convention of the Federation of Aligarh Alumni Association of Atlanta
(FAAA) in 2006 and the two-day silver-jubilee program in 2009
celebrating the inception of AAAA. Both these landmark events
attracted guests and attendees from the US and abroad. From planning
to execution, with Inam being on the team, success was all assured.
During the 2009 silver-jubilee event, Inam introduced the concept of
instituting the Haneef Akhgar Award in honor of the Urdu poet who
was very well-known for his Lucknawi Urdu and tarranum. This
award is given to an individual who has made extraordinary
contributions to the cause of Urdu literature in USA. Inam also emceed
AAAA’s annual international mushaira for several years where his
style and skills left an indelible mark on the audience.

Inam is a born artist and he recalls his journey. “When I was 10 years
old my polio-affected right leg was operated on. I was not able to run
like other kids in school for 6 months. My art teacher, Ms. Nasreen
who had a very kind heart, used to stay with me in the class and we
both did art projects together - while other boys played outside. This
is how my interest in art began. I started my career as a professional

artist in 2004 on a part time basis. Now this has become my full-time
profession.” With his enormous talent and resources, he could have
easily become a commercial promoter and personal beneficiary of art
and literature programs. But he chose a higher purpose. Because to
him “Art makes us think more deeply, strive more intently, and feel
joy more profoundly. An essential part of our society. Artisa way of
bringing people together.”

He has also brought people together through his philanthropic work.
His organization, Glitter of Hope, provides education, health care,
mentoring, and monetary assistance for orphans, immigrants, and the
poor.

Like his personal talents, Inam’s business acumen has made him a very
accomplished entrepreneur. Not only has he built his own business
venture but he has also mentored others to become successful
entrepreneur by providing forums like OPEN Atlanta for business
leadership and networking.

Atlanta will always be in debt to Inam for organizing many memorable
programs through his personal efforts and sponsorship. He made it a
point to also include AAAA in all possible collaborations. He
spearheaded bringing many famous and renowned artists like Zia
Mohydeen, Anwer Magsood, Suhail Rana, Munni Begum, Javed
Akhter and many others to Atlanta. Along with Dr. Shahid Rafique
and the patronage of Masarrat Hussain, Inam’s active participation in
Bazm-e-Adab consistently produced exceptional programs. They have
promoted local talents as well as provided a literary platform for people
to engage in.

The respectful ambience of the Aligarh Alumni Association of Atlanta
has always made Inam feel at home. However, he still has some words
of advice for the AAAA: “In general for community, AAAA’s name
is just attached to the annual Mushaira. I strongly suggest regular get
together of people with literary interests to facilitate the Aligarh
Tehreek.”

Sir Ziauudin Ahmad, former AMU vice-chancellor and great
mathematician, quoted that an Aligarian always rises to the occasion.
Being an Aligarian is also a state of mind. You don’t need to attend a
particular university. Inam fully embodies every and all aspects of
these definitions. Likes of Inam and many of similar credentials, who
joined AAAA, have also propelled a new structure for organizations
where people of various background can work harmoniously for a
common cause. Although this model surprised many at first, it was
later adopted in other Aligarh associations.

Comfortable both in progressive and conservative settings, Inam is
always at ease with himself. He is an accomplished writer, performer,
orator, poet, painter and above all a great human being. He is
approachable and always willing to help. He and his family have been
on the forefront of volunteering and service. His kids have been
involved in Aligarh youth events and his wife, Zari, housed and hosted
innumerous receptions for visiting and local poets/artists at their
residence and club house.

Because of Inam’s patronage and leadership, the Aligarh Alumni
Association of Atlanta (AAAA) has transformed into a more polished,
prestigious, and exceptional organization. Inam was able to provide
much needed guidance to AAAA at critical times as well as putting
immense effort into developing a cohesive team for the future.
Although he is no longer as involved as he used to be, Inam’s opinion,
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advice, and support will always be respected and sought out. Inam will -Rasheed Ahmad
be recognized in a different league of Aligarians who “came, saw and
conquered.”

Inamullah in Aligarh Events and Activities

Above: Inam with his family; Below: With Poets, Rashid Fazli, Nida Fazli, Above: With Popular Merruthi, Dr. Shahid Rafique, Dr. Himayet Ali Shair in
Khalid Irfan, Dr. Sabiha Saba along with AAAA board members in 2012 2008; Below: With Zakir Ali Khan along AAAA members in 2009 Silver-Jubilee

Above: Speaking at 2006 Federation of AAA national convention in Atlanta Above: At 2011 International Mushaira with Hon’ble Ajit Kumar, Consul-
Below: As Nazim-e-Mushaira at 2013 International Mushaira with Dr. General India; Below: In the planning committee of 2009 Silver-Jubilee Event
Peerzada Qasim, Zahid Fakhri, Dr. Nikhat Iftikhar




Has Sir Syed Ahmed Khan influenced us?

Dr. Mohammad Ahmad Badshah*, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan — the most read about, heard about, researched
about, talked about, celebrated about, discussed about and admired
about personality of the 19th century — the like of whom is rarest of
rare. Till to date he still rules as the iconic symbol of education for the
neglected, backward and underestimated communities in general and
for muslims in particular.

Let me remind the readers that when we talk about the efforts and
achievements of Sir Syed, we should not forget that it was the most
difficult period when the entire community was suppressed and was
suffering from limitations, demarcations, poverty, ignorance and racial
disparity at the social and legal levels. Furthermore, the factor of
religious stigma towards modern education played a catalytic role in
destroying the mental and spiritual willingness of those who wanted to
gain education. Despite hindrances of such a colossus level, this great
legendary person succeeded in sowing the seeds of educational
willingness amongst the backward communities and lead them out of
the dark night of despair to a dawn of hope. He pursued all his efforts
and energies on the future building of the nation in general and the
muslims in particular. He not only succeeded in establishing schools
in different cities in general, but also he founded the Mohammadan
Anglo Oriental College in particular in the year 1875 at Aligarh, which
later evolved into Aligarh Muslim University in 1920.

Sir Syed, through his dedication to infuse modern education amongst
muslims, influenced plenty of Nawabs, Rajas and Maharajas of that
time. The influence was of such intensity that all these landlords not
only donated with cash, they transferred their huge properties in the
form of land and buildings for the cause of building the educational
institutions for the community. Later on, these properties helped in
developing the college into University. These assets are even today an
important link for the progress of Aligarh Muslim University.

Although the Indian Muslim community has made some good progress
in the educational arena, still they have to go a long way to achieve the
goal that Sir Syed visualized. One of the most important and
undefeatable vision of Sir Syed might have been the students of AMU
—who after completing their education would grow into AMU Alumni.
Perhaps, it is this vision of Sir Syed that led all Aligarians to establish
AMU Old Boys Associations or AMU Alumni Associations
throughout the world in every nook and corner of the globe.

Today, these alumni associations of our alma mater have grown into
powerful entities that can make a gigantic difference to improve our
educational and economic conditions further. It is just a matter of
realization and interrogating our conscience to know as to if Sir Syed
has influenced us in any ways?

Certainly, if Sir Syed succeeded in influencing the people of his time,
his movement can influence the AMU alumni of today as well. Let us

realize that today there is no hindrance of that level which Sir Syed has
faced in those days. Today, things have changed drastically.
Technological advancement and development has influenced our
lifestyle and made things easier and accessible for our comfort and
benefits.

Let these modern technologies help us to sustain the vision of Sir Syed
and let us all be influenced by his ideologies in one way or the other.
It is not that none of us in the modern time, has been influenced by Sir
Syed. However, the percentage of such influenced personalities in
today's scenario is comparatively low in ratio. Let us keep celebrating
Sir Syed Days with all fervor and keep having luxurious dinner and
organizing mushairas etc. Such annual gatherings at least compel us to
introspect ourselves and ask ourselves as to how much are we
influenced by Sir Syed. Thus, it is therefore, incumbent upon us not
only to gather and revive the Aligarh movement, but also to update and
make the people understand the value of modern education fully. This
will definitely help us in achieving our ultimate goal — fulfill the vision
of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan and make our alma mater (AMU) one of the
finest institutions in the world.

In the context of such “Milna-Milana” (get to gathers), I do not hesitate
to mention here about my recent memorable and fruitful visit to USA
in the month of July 2018. This visit was a double gift for me. Firstly,
I visited Houston on the invitation of the President of The Federation
of Aligarh Alumni Associations, Dr. Nausha Asrar, to attend his 17th
Annual Convention. That was my first gift, meeting my Alig brothers,
classmates and friends in Houston. It was also a memorable for me in
the sense that Engr. Rasheed Ahmad from Atlanta (in absentia), was
elected as the President elect of this Federation in my presence and in
presence of my senior Alig brothers Mr. Hasan Kamal Bhai and Mr.
Umar Farooq Bhai, (both from Atlanta, and who fortunately had
invited me earlier to visit Atlanta also). Thus, my visit to Atlanta from
Houston was the second memorable gift for me. I was indeed
overwhelmed by the love of all Atlanta Aligs who gave me a very
warm and affectionate welcome. I felt highly elated meeting the
President elect of the FAAA, Engr. Rasheed Ahmad Sb. so soon. [ have
a splendid memory for my Atlanta Alig friends. Rasheed et al. have
already extended me a warm invitation to attend the 18th Annual
Convention of FAAA at Atlanta in 2019. Such “Milna —Milana”
proves in itself that we all are greatly influenced with each other
carrying the educational flame and spirit of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan.

*Professor at King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
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Neera Bahl & Associates, LLC. is now One Path Legal

Announcing Shilpa Jadwani as Name Partner

(M

SPECIALIZING IN ALL AREAS OF IMMIGRATION LAW
FAMILY LAW | CORPORATE LAW

ONE PATH LEGAL

A DIVISION OF BAHL & JADWANI, LLC

Large Firm Expertise with Genuine Personal Attention

LANGUAGE CAPABILITIES: HINDI, PUNJABI, GUJARATI, SINDHI, SPANISH

HEAD OFFICE IN ATLANTA | EMAIL US AT INQUIRY@ONEPATHLEGAL.COM
SATELLITE OFFICES IN ALPHARETTA, SAVANNAH, NASHVILLE & MONTGOMERY

w. onepathlegal.com p. 770-622-1511



Gwinnett Center for Oral
& Maxillofacial
Surgery

Asif Taufig, D.D.S., M.B.A

A Full Range of Oral Surgery, Including:

DENTAL EXTRACTIONS
DENTAL IMPLANTS
COSMETIC SURGERY
RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY
TM] TREATMENT
ORAL DIAGNOSIS
INFECTIONS OF HEAD & NECK
TRAUMA TO THE FACE

15 Collins Industrial Way, BLawrenceville, GA 30043
Tel: (770) 962-0515 Fax: (770) 962-1244

369 Braselton Hwy., Suite 101Dacula, GA 30019
Tel: (770) 831-6602 Fax: (770) 831-6608




